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President proposes decriminalizing possession of small quan-
tities of drugs  
President Felipe Calderón sent a draft law to Congress to decrimi-
nalize individual possession of small amounts of drugs while in-
creasing penalties for trafficking; the new law also provides re-
sources for treating addicts. The President quoted a recent national 
survey that showed that in the last 6 years, the number of addicts 
in Mexico has increased 51% and the number of first-time users is 
rising rapidly. Columnist Jorge Zepeda Patterson called the initia-
tive “important,” but notes that former President Fox first backed 
and then vetoed similar legislation in the face of behind the scenes 
opposition from the U.S. (Universal 10/2, 5)  
Oaxaca teachers, APPO join strike in Morelos 
With banners reading, “Morelos be patient, Oaxaca is rising,” a 
3,000 person delegation from Oaxaca marched to join the teachers 
strike in Morelos that started in August to protest the Alliance for 
Quality Education reforms. The Oaxacans include both members of 
the teachers union and the APPO anarchists who paralyzed the 
state in 2006.  As the strike deepens, the government of PAN Gov-
ernor Marco Adame started broadcasting classes for secondary 
students and, together with school parents, opened 54 alternative 
schools. Noted columnist Ezra Shabot, “The resistance from the 
teachers … is really a resistance to losing the privileges obtained 
during the corporatist era of the PRI…. The Alliance it not a magi-
cal solution to the backwardness of the country, but it represents 
the beginning of a long road that will allow Mexico to have the ele-
ments to form and educate children capable of ascending the so-
cial scale.” (Reforma 10/3) 
Supreme Court rules in favor of 2007 electoral reform 
The Supreme Court ruled 6-4 that the constitutional provisions of 
the 2007 electoral reform, or any other constitutional amendment, 
could not be litigated before the Supreme Court. Individuals and 
civic organizations have been challenging the provision that 
amended article 41 of the constitution in order to prohibit anyone 
but political parties from buying political ads on radio or TV. The 
suits argued that the provision violates the freedom of expression 
guaranteed in article 6 of the Constitution. “No tribunal … can de-
clare that the Constitution is unconstitutional”, said Supreme Court 
President Guillermo Ortiz Mayagoitia. However, the Court also 
ordered lower courts to reconsider 27 suits that challenged the 
legislative process for approving the reform, rather than its content. 
(Reforma 10/3) 
PAN and PRI seek to protect campaigns from drug money 
PAN President Germán Martínez proposed to the Federal Elec-
toral Institute (IFE) a 10-point program designed to prevent drug 
money from infiltrating political campaigns—starting with the 2009 
midterm elections. The proposal would, among other measures, 
oblige candidates and pre-candidates to provide financial declara-
tions and bank account information to the authorities and empower 
the national intelligence agency Cisen to investigate campaign 
financing. PRIistas  in Congress immediately voiced support. New 
IFE President Leonardo Valdés asserted that the IFE’s new fiscal 
powers will help keep drug money out of the 2009 electoral proc-
ess, but welcomed the possible involvement of the Cisen. How-
ever, the president of the Federal Electoral Tribunal, Alejandro 
Luna Ramos, said that involving the Cisen directly in the electoral 
process would be “an immense setback for the democratic life of 
the country.”  (Reforma 9/28, 10/4, Universal 10/1-2) 
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Elections 
PRD stumbles in Guerrero   
Elections in Guerrero produced major setbacks for a split 
PRD, based on preliminary vote counts with 90%+ of the 
voting stations counted. The PRI candidate for mayor of 
Acapulco, Manuel Añorve Baños, appears to have tri-
umphed over the official PRD candidate (backed by PRD 
leader Jesús Ortega and Governor Zeferino Torreblanca) 
and the candidate of a PT/Convergencia coalition (backed 
by AMLO). Across the state, the PRD seemed set to win 
only 24 mayorships, compared to 45 in 2005. The PRI 
(including coalitions with the PV) won in 45 towns, up from 
33 last election. In the state congress, the PRD looked to 
win 13 of the 28 direct election seats (down from 18) while 
the PRI also captured 13 (up from 9). (www.prep-
guerrero.com.mx) 
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Key Dates 
10/19: Coahuila elections 

11/9: Hidalgo elections 
11/14: Deadline for budget 

approval 
 

Late Dec.: Minimum wage 
announcement for 2009 

3/8/09: Mexico State elec-
tions 

7/5/09: National congres-
sional, 6 gubernatorial, and 
4 other local elections. 

 

M ayor  o f  A capulco

4%

30%

32%

34%

Other s

Glor ia Mar ia Sier r a
López, PRD

Luís Wal ton,
PT/ Conver gencia

Manuel  Añor ve Baños,
PRI/ PVEM

Guerrero Congress Vote

8%

36%
41%

16%
9%

38%
34%

19%

PAN PRI + coal i tions PRD + coal i tions Other

2005 2008

mailto:ajstoga@zemi.com�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



